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						What Will They Learn?
					

					The search for the right college can be overwhelming. Unfortunately, most rankings don’t tell you what matters most: what students are learning. This resource does tell you, by grading colleges and universities on their core requirements in seven areas of knowledge.
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						Campus Freedom Initiative™
					

					Free expression is the necessary precondition for the unfettered search for truth on the college campus. Learn how to build a culture of free expression at your institution through ACTA’s Campus Freedom Initiative™.
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						How Colleges Spend Money
					

					ACTA’s one-of-a-kind higher education financial analysis tool, HowCollegesSpendMoney.com, makes it possible for institutions to evaluate their spending patterns and benchmark themselves against their peers.
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            The Founders admonished that informed, engaged citizens would be the indispensable guardian of our liberty. ACTA’s surveys, however, administered over the past two decades, reveal that our schools—and especially our colleges and universities—have done a poor job of ensuring the civic literacy on which our nation depends. Too many institutions fail to require courses that ensure civic knowledge and often allow community service projects, well-intentioned as they are, to substitute for deep learning about our nation’s institutions of government and their history. At present, a majority of the four-year college graduates answering a multiple-choice survey were unable to identify the method for amending the Constitution or the process for presidential impeachment. Nearly half failed to identify the correct term lengths for the houses of Congress. Ten percent thought that Judith Sheindlin—”Judge Judy”—is on the Supreme Court. A Crisis in Civic Education offers recommendations to colleges, alumni, foundations, and lawmakers to turn from civic illiteracy to vibrant, empowered participation in the nation’s civic process.
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		Historical Literacy
		
		
			10 Things Everyone Should Know About American History

			Why do we teach U.S. history and government to students? The answer is simple: to prepare students for engaged and informed citizenry, the essential ingredient for preserving the American republic. Unfortunately, ACTA’s most recent What Will They Learn?® survey of the core curricula at over 1,100 colleges and universities found that only 18% of institutions require students […]
			
				
			

		
	



	
		General Education
		
		
			The Case for American History

			Dr. Louise Mirrer, president and CEO of the New-York Historical Society, passionately conveyed the role our nation’s founding principles played in advancing justice and freedom, and stressed how important it is that college students understand these principles. Mirrer has dedicated her life to teaching Americans about America’s exceptional history. Her remarks were given upon accepting […]
			
				
			

		
	



	
		General Education
		
		
			No U.S. History?

			Just as July 4th celebrations are set to begin, ACTA’s new report, No U.S. History? How College History Departments Leave the United States out of the Major, reveals that less than 1/3 of the nations leading colleges and universities require students pursuing a degree in history to take a single course in American history. Only 23 […]
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                                        ACTA in the NewsGeneral Education

                                        
                                                Editorial: America is a nation awash in historical, political ignorance

                                                At a time when the country simmers and boils with political passions, The Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship Foundation has revealed a paradox: While many Americans angrily denounce the current state of affairs, most don’t know even rudimentary facts about their own government or the history of the United States. “Only one in three Americans (36 […]
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                                                Teach the Constitution

                                                The Hill Americans’ civic knowledge is abysmal.  A survey conducted by the Annenberg Public Policy Center of the University of Pennsylvania and released on Constitution Day 2017 found that only 26 percent of Americans could name all three branches of government and that 37 percent could not name any of the rights guaranteed under the […]

                                                
                                                        
                                                

                                        
                                
                        
                        
                                
                                        ACTA in the NewsGeneral Education

                                        
                                                Opinion: Students need a civics education now more than ever

                                                For any incoming college freshman, stumbling onto campus the first day has to be a disorienting experience. There’s so much you don’t know, ranging from where to eat to where your classes are to why your roommate insists on only changing his socks every three days. But there are certain things the university requires you […]

                                                
                                                        
                                                

                                        
                                
                        
        

      

    

  




  
    
      
        
          
            
              WHO WE ARE

            


            Launched in 1995, we are the only organization that works with alumni, donors, trustees, and education leaders across the United States to support liberal arts education, uphold high academic standards, safeguard the free exchange of ideas on campus, and ensure that the next generation receives an intellectually rich, high-quality college education at an affordable price.
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              STAY INFORMED


              Sign up to receive updates on the most pressing issues facing our college campuses.
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							Address: 1730 M Street NW, Suite 600, Washington, DC 20036-4525
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